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Please send your articles direct by email: editor@sonningcommonmagazine.org 





G. me REMOVALS 


House, Office & Flat moves etc. 





iptal Now kaded 
Part Load to Single item, pianos 
Pramet Roltabie Service 





(REGISTERED WASTE CARRIER) 


Caversham Aerial Services 


TV Aerials Supplied and Fitted. 
Poor Reception? Old aerials? 
Can't get the new digital channels? 


Give us a call - We can help! 


Phone 0118 9673596 


www.caversham-aerials.co.uk 


review | Frewiew fa] 


JEN’S 

MOBILE 
HAIRDRESSING 
PANN 

BARBER 
SERVIC 


WOMEN’S CUT £10 C/B DRY £15 
COLOUR & HIGHLIGHTING AVAILABLE 


07753 253 4/6 


jenshairservices@hotmail.co.uk 





13 years experience 


elements 
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Visit our stunning showroom: 
, 8b Portman Road, Reading RGSO 1EA 
Tel 0118 959 9919 
www.elementskitchens.co.ukK 
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\ Beauty 


Outstanding Natural Beauty 


Waxing, electrolysis, eyelash tinting, 
eyebrow shaping, make-up, 
Jessica manicures & pedicures, 
Aromatherapy facials. 


Tel: 0118 9723157 
Janet Copp LELb-© 
9 Sedgefield Close, Sonning Common 
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Property Consultants 


Shops, Offices, Industrial, Investments 
Valuations, Rent Reviews, Lease Renewals 


George Chilvers and Nigel Price FRics 


0118 947 4600 


www.highmoorcross.co.uk 


SONNING COMMON 
PRE-SCHOOL 


GROVE ROAD v 
SONNING COMMON 


01138 972 4760 


We are a happy friendly pre-school 
welcoming children from 2 years 

6 months, to come and learn through 
play. We have a purpose built building 
& extensive play garden. 


Morning sessions are 9.00am - 12.00pm 
Afternoon sessions are 12.00pm - 3.00om 





Adam's Pest Control 


Professional Pest Control in Sonning Common 
Rats, mice, rabbits, squirrels, moles, insects, foxes. 
Available 7 days a week. 

BPCA Oualified and Fully Insured 


Call 0118 9723'709 or 0784 9342690 


www.adamspestcontrol.co.uk 
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On these grey winter days | hope there is something in this issue of the 
magazine to engage the interest of every one. 


folate i JO Stoves, 
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Nuffield Place, In Focus, would be a good place to visit on the brighter Spring days at the 
end of March. The centenary year of the Morris car will be celebrated on 29 March and 

a special event is planned. Colin Reynolds has shared his connection with the car industry 
and another new contributor is Hannah Rice writing about Abbeycrest, giving an insight to 
this residential home. An interview with Carol Viney our district councillor reveals how she has 
always made the welfare of Sonning Common her concern. 


A very impressive start to the primary school’s centenary year is displayed in Edwardian 
costume and the achievements from Chiltern Edge do them credit. Christmas seems a long 
time ago but its highlights appear, as well as many other interesting articles. 


| hope you have all noted the dates on the front cover and will be able to attend one of the 
presentation shows. The selection, for possible develooment, of some of the 14 sites around 
the village perimeter is of pressing importance to every resident. This will be your last chance 
fo comment, in writing, Uoon what you hear. 


Anouska’s page has moved closer to the front of the magazine. She and | are very keen that 
she has some response to the writer's competition. Please encourage your child/grandchild 
to write a short piece. The deadline is after half term — it might be a good activity on a wet or 
snowy week?? 

Recently | was contacted by one of Sibella’s relatives asking for a copy of the Oct/Nov 
magazine, which | sent to her. | thought readers might be interested in what she said. 


.. Most interesting and very well thought out. Many of her remarks were familiar to us, 
and by highlighting them brought her back fo life for us, and | am sure for many others. 
We had not heard about the searching of the waste paper baskets at 10 Downing Street! 


We shall treasure the article and keep it safe for posterity. 


Well what can | say! 
ein 


DIANA PEARMAN Editor 
Email: editor@sonningcommonmagazine.org 


Sonning Common Magazine is on sale at the village library in Grove Road for £1.50 
a copy. Annual subscriptions are available for £15. Contact Geoffrey Adams. Email: 
chairman@sonningcommonmagazine.org Phone: 0118 972 2134 


Magazine coniributions may be posted fo: 
1 Woodlands Road, Sonning Common RG4 9TD 


WHILE EVERY EFFORT IS MADE TO ENSURE THE ACCURACY OF INFORMATION PRINTED IN THIS MAGAZINE, 
THE EDITOR AND THE PUBLISHER CANNOT ACCEPT ANY RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE CONSEQUENCES OF 
ERRORS THAT OCCUR. 
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Invigoration. 


T 07887 902 376 W tensevennine.com 


COPY DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE 01 MARCH 2013 





During the autumn a photo was taken 
from the air of all the children and 
staff making a ~100° shape on the 
playing fields. 


On the 7 and 8 January all the staff 
and children were invited to dress 
in the clothes that their ancestors 
had 100 years ago. The desks were 


laid out in lines as they would have 
been then, rather than in groups as 
they tend to be now. The parents 
had obviously made a big effort and 
almost all the children had dressed 
up and looked fabulous! They were 
nearly outdone by the efforts of the 
staff, including all those wno cook 
lunch for them. Headmaster Mr Hirst 
looked especially impressive in his 
robes. 


Every family at the school was given 
a lovely book to take home written 

by Mel White (also known as former 
teacher Mrs Choules) covering the 
history of the school since 1913. If has 
obviously taken a lot of time to put 
together, so a big THANK YOU to Mel! 


Please contact mail@scps100.co.uk 
for further information, or if you 

have anything you would like to 
contribute — such as stories, photos 
etc. Do have a look at the photos 
on the school website - 
hitp://sonningcommonprimary. 
co.uk/gallery/ 





— The inspectors arrived in the 
first week for a surprise visit, fo the well 
orepared school. The reward for the 
positive, hard work was a ‘Good’ grade 


— A Year 9 girls’ group spent 
the day at Microsoft. Chiltern Edge won 
the challenge, against 20 other schools, 
to design an app for a new phone and 
the girls were rewarded with vouchers. 
Well done Digigirlz! 


— Former Year | 1 
oupils and their parents came to collect 
certificates and awards following their 
fantastic GCSE results in the summer. 


Chiltern Edge are becoming well 
known for their public soeakers and in 
November 60 people come to hear 
the 10 teams.Chair of the judges - 
Stewart Collins Henley Festival Artistic 
Director — commented on the high 
standard of the performances. The 
winning teams go on to the Kenton 
Theatre at the end of January. 





— Another great 
oroduction by the drama department. 
The cast were fantastic with Liza 
swart as Ratty, Alex Humm as Badger, 
Guillaume Gougeon as Mole and a 
terrific performance from James Little 
as load. The weasels, and Mr Joyce 
from PE as their leader, were especially 
scary running through the audience. 
Backstage the sound, art and lighting 
were all provided by a dedicated crew 
and the band performed faultlessly 
each night. Well Done to Mr Harte and 
Miss Baxter. 


— Each house has its own nominated 
charity. The total so far is over £4300 for 
all five houses. 


— Avery successful rugby season 
across years 7, 8 and 9 and former 
pupil, Nathan Busby, is coaching the 
students twice a week. 
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Lions toured the villages of South Oxfordshire 
with Santa on his sleigh to collect donations 
whilst playing seasonal carols. Each volunteer 
group of helpers will receive 50% of the 
amounts they collected towards their chosen 
charity project. In Sonning Common the 
Lions were helped by Shirehall Rugy Club, 

in Woodcoie by local Beavers, Cub & Scout 
Leaders and in Goring by Goring Primary 
School PTA. £1,026.30 was collected in 
sonning Common. 


Bok BONNER LOCKSMITHS 
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@ ges CliIpD) | iz 
Pranic Healing is a simple, yet powerful and a — sadn oi si i lien . id aoe CHANGED OR UPGRADED esr) oe 
effective system of non-touch energy healing . Oa k | | 'G rove ———— cepa aacinain DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL PREMISES 

developed by Master Choa Kok Sui. It is based on Garden’ Services ee Contact lens service DIGITAL LOCKS« BARS 


Free specs for children 





















Pranic Healing - what’s it all 


atom O)aia\el] ©)(= ma aTe] mua alcm elele Vm icmere]ef-]¢)(-mevm alate] 1ale LANDSCAPING (HARD OR SOFT) EE © Ricicnkive canes of FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTE 
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bio-plasmic energy body that surrounds the James Watkins Free parking (i491 G80216 = CERT EAE 





| CRESTWELL HOUSE INSTITUTE 
Beech Lane, RGS PX #® Woodcote Nr. Reading 
PROPRIFTOR: S.J. BONNER 


physical body also known as the aura. The healer 0 1 18 947 2099 
ot ‘Oak Grove’ * 13 Grove Road * Sonning Common * Berkshire RG4 9RH 
increases the body's ability to heal itself by Telephone: 0118 972 2659 www. robiniames.co.uk 


making more life energy available for it to use. +4 Church St, Caversham, Reading Copposite Waitrose) 
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Suitable for any age and any ailment WILC 0 M 
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Tahielaaatchelelamelamdal=malllan)el=) a el-) (0)! a ed, Experts in Telecoms, Computers, Electrical, & Alarms 
Telephone: Kidmore End 0118 972 2028 & HEATIN Gs 









ra 4 aw ae All aspects of Plumbing & Telephone Extension Sockets, Line Faults 
7, J app - ee ‘ Heating work uedertaicen Telephone Systems, Home & Office 
0 AE JAE _ EVE RYTH { N G F O R TH E } =) Heating work undertaken. Computer, Broadband, Internet, ADSL Services 
; , ig SS Electrical Installations, Sockets, Lights, 


36 Churchill C t RG4 9RX SS ALL WARE CUARANTERD Fuse Boards and Rewires 
eraeaunae =“ HAN DYMAN oe B U LD ER ! : TE LE PHONE . Intruder Alarm Systems, Wired & Wireless 


www.ukpranic-healing.co.uk | Ol 18 972 3394, 


sjpranichealing@ gmail.com Bishopsland Farm * Peppard Road ie MOBILE: ses cer ates os aunt een 
° cl . 7, or 
nn * ee aaa O771 110 9077 www.wilcom-systems.co.uk 


Computer Problems? Ki d IK 
Is your PC outdated, misbehaving, virus infected? 7% ys 


Fault Diagnosis, Maintenance & Upgrades, 
Data Recovery & Migration, Virus Cleaning, 
Networking, Broadband and much more. 


\})// CURTAINS, \\\\ 
| st '/ BLINDS, PELMETS,\\ \ \ | 
i// TIEBACKSETC. \\\\\ 








—s 4 Nu uu CUNY ALL AT COMPETITIVE 
Byways Dental Practic Call Robin Pierce eds Wide eee aa On ciara 
Sahel weiss SFE ES  uieeansd Conse a Tel: 0118 972 33 80 [RR CALL CAROLINE ON 
ity Care DYaciiwelacemtvets Jabys Yard, 28 Kennylands Roa qT |» 954: 
Quality Care Dedicated Team 01491 680036 Sonning Common, Reading, RG4 SIT 111] aa 


or visit www.influentialcomputers.com www.kidbys.co.uk Fax: 0118 972 10 02 (| : Oo781 561 OOO7 


GRAHAMS Painting & Decorating — Fascias & Soffits 





+ All aspects of general dentistry a. Tenant | | 
Toot | : ; a ae MAINTENANCE Door & Window Fitting — Plumbing ij | __ Time x 
r feetn whitening and cosmerics a? 
, | ner ing ii ATE it Fitted Bathrooms — Floor & Wall Tiling — Fencing & Decking : Want to look and fap| great! 
+ WHA for i hildren i, ctr one in Wood & Laminate Flooring— Sheds Supplied & Fitted : Try Bj lates a contro} led yet gentle exercise 
jull -time education Garden Maintenance — Guttering & Flat Roofing etc... | | | ES Pg 
+ Affordable payment plans FREE ESTIMATES 0118 972 3114 aihiaer os Commer: area te) to O11 & 9 972 $980 
+ Flexible opening Limes viene Pleatal | | | oe: |, Pe 24 PEPPARD ROAD 
a at % Lae bl i | , : of h el r a wa Spat ah Spee at | 
+ Ample free car parking ” Bicamtt ne Mondays / Tuesdays / Thursdays Anam <= SONNING COMMON 
: ; Beginners and Intermediates ° 
Max 12 in Group (6 in Pregnancy classes) 10% OFF with tuls voucHER 


Private sessions also available 


CHILDREN’S PLAYROOM 


“Pebble Dashing +Patch Repair Work Christine Brook — Mambe r of Body Control Pilates "ASSOC ation CUTS - £10.00 GRADES - £8.00 CHILD CUTS £9.00 
Call Jamie on 01189 242861 Ring 07789 717017 or email chrisdttimedpllates.co.uik CUTS & BLOW DRY - £10.00 RESTYLE - £15.00 


*Cellings+ + Walls 7 *Dry Lining «Rendering 





Main St,Checkendon, RGR OSP Tel O1491 680412 


Wepoite 2 Bisealip timectollat 7 fo. uk 





Or Email = jlcox plastering a hotmailicocuk SENIOR CITIZEN - £7.00 BEARD TRIM £4.00 
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A Vision Statement for Sonning Common 
2026 


Character Assessment and Design 
Statement 


Housing Survey 
Traffic Report 
Business Survey 


And surveys on sites, landscape setting 
and residential character plus individual 
site analysis booklets of residents’ 
evidence. 


All the information gathered by residents on 
the sites in and around the village is now 
being processed and summarised by the 
NDPWP and will be presented in the form of 





a spreadsheet. This evidence and many of 
your photographs are now being prepared for 
public meetings to be held on 7 February at 
7,30 pm and repeated 9 February at 10 am 
to 12 noon in the Village Hall. 


Our intention is for the sites you have identified 
to us as viable, non-viable or uncertain about 
to be described in more detail via displays, 
photos and a visual presentation. Residents 
who attend will have the opportunity to 
complete written feedback. These comments 
along with all the other evidence will then 
enable the working party to make a final 
assessment of all the sites. 





20% Of resoondents have lived in the 
village for more than 30 years, and 40% 
for more than 20 years, implying a strong 
affection for and commitment to, the 
village. 


25% put the income of their household 
at £20,000 to £40,000 p.a., which is 
comparatively modest. 10% had an 
income of more than £100,000. 


79% Ceclared their intention of staying 

in their current homes. 14% intended to 
move, 7% said they would like to move, 
(25 people), but either could not afford it 
or there was a lack of suitable housing. Of 
the 14% intending to move, 50 people, 
(roughly half) said they would stay in 

the village and half said they would go 
elsewhere. 


18 of the 72 people who have left the 
village in the past 5 years did so because 
of the lack of affordable or suitable 
housing, 24 left for employment. 


In answer to the question “What kind of 
accommodation does SC need?” almost 
Qa quarter said affordable housing. The next 
biggest category at 15% indicated semi- 
detached houses. 


Dealing with “supported housing”, 
45%, Of 160 people, felt the village 
needed Housing Association and private 


= Fy 


rly 


warden assisted accommodation. 
Just over a quarter chose independent 
accommodation with care support. 


Just under two-thirds opposed back 
land develooment, and one third 
favoured it. 


The three biggest categories in the pie 
chart illustrating answers to the important 
question “Why do you need a home 

in SC?"; are being with family, those 
wanting a first home, and those wanting 
a bigger home. 


More than 40%, (39 people), of those 
seeking a home want either terraced or 
semi-detached. 15.5% are after either 
detached house or semi-detached 
bungalow. 


24 people responded to the question 
about “How much rent/mortgage could 
be afforded?” 8 said £651-750 per month. 


. People like living in the village and want 


to stay. 


. The village needs more affordable 


housing. 


. Traffic is bad at certain times and in 


some places. 


. Parking provision is inadequate in the 


village centre. 
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Where Horses Have Wings, The One That 
Got Away 
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Remember that the opening of a story is the HOOK. 
lt must immediately interest the reader so that they 
want to know what happens. Here is a saying which 
illustrates the point: Start the story when the kettle is 
boiling and not when youre filling it at the tap. 
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saying ‘what if Grandmother’s behaved like them’. 
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Write, Write, Write! 


Write, Write, Write! is a competition to get you writing stories. If it’s 
brilliant, which it will be, I'll publish it in the upcoming issues. No more 
than 200 words please. It’s open to anyone from 3 to 16 years old, 
and can be on any subject you like. The competition will be on- 
going throughout the year but the deadline for the next issue is 

18 February 2013. 
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Friendly & Reliable 


Taxi Service 
Based in Sonning Common 


07796 688477 





Shaun Guard 
TV AERIAL SERVICES 


(© Poor Reception Solved - Aerials repaired & supplied 
(© TVs - Hung on your wall for you. Also supplied & tuned 
Extra TV Points - For aerial and Sky (In HD! 
y 
(e Sky TV - Also Foreign Language TV 


Call Henley-on Thames 01491 699114 


A part of = OXFORD AERIALS 


Family Hairdressing 
any age & any style 


and all in the comfort of your 
own home 


Ring Maureen on 


0118 972 1074 
Mr FixiT 


Repairs & Maintenance for almost anything! 
All building maintenance and repairs, interior / exterior. 
Decorating, Floor / Wall Tiling, Plumbing, Electrical. 
Woodwork, Glazing. 

Specialist Paint Effects and sympathetic restoration 


for older properties. 

Kitchens, Bathrooms and Conservatories refurbished. 
Landscaping, Patios, Water Features, Fencing, 
Hedge and Tree Cutting. 

Sheds and outbuildings repairs and maintenance 
No Call-Out Fee and Free Estimates 


07752 759908 





T.C. FULLER PLUMBING & HEATING 


e Installation «Maintenance «Service « Repair 
Boiler replacement, heating system upgrade & 
adaptations, power flush. 

Hot water cylinder replacement. 

All plumbing work undertaken. 
Bath/Shower rooms, water softeners-salt supplied. 


eNo Call out charge ¢Free-estimates «Fully insured 


Tel: 0118 9724097 
Mob: 07800 914.880 


225032 


SB SMART BLINDS & SHUTTERS LTD 
Perfection by Design 





Family run business that cares 
All made to your exact needs 


Fantastic range of samples 
Free quotation & fitting 


‘Why are we so different? Because we love what we do! 


Showroom: 118 Henley Road, Caversham, RG4 6DH 


0118 950 9449 www.smartblinds.org 


DK Builders _ 


BRICKLAYING, EXTENSIONS, 
~GARDEN WALLS, PATIOS ETC 


OVER 20 yEaRS EXPERIENCE 


CAVERSHAM, READING O7S25/I736745 
O18 3759407 








( 2) gunningplumbing.com 


* plumbing » healing = gas 


ALL DOMESTIC PLUMBING, HEATING, & GAS WORK 
INSTALLATIONS, REPAIRS, & EMERGENCIES 


CAVERSHAM BASED 

GAS SAFE REGISTERED ENGINEER 
SERVING READING & THE SURROUNDING AREA 
CALL ANDREW ON 078615 304 931 
www.gunningplumbing.com 
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earecelebrating a - 

our 100th Birthday: “teeny seme 

We would like to invite you to one of our 
Open Evenings. 


wine (if you are over 18!), meet up with old friends, view 
n's displays and take a tour of the school. | 
ate, but we suggest the following so that you are able to meet former 
school friends or colleagues 
lis pre 1959 Tuesday 11th June 9013 from 7 to 9pm | 
960 to 1979 Thursday 13th June 2013 from 7 to 9pm | 
1980 to 1999 Tuesday 25th June 2013 from 7 to 9pm ! 

2000 to date Thursday 27th June 7013 from 7 to 9pm 

if possible please reply letting us kno 

— 
10 


w when you are able to attend. 
We look forward to welcoming you. | 






Come and enjoy a glass of 


our childre 
Plaase choose any d 


lf your association with schoo 
il 


RSVP to Centenary Open Evening, ‘ age 
>, 6 402 > scp, Grove Road, Sonning Common, Reach RG4 9R) ae 400. 
| t_o“ Or email nffice.2506@sonning-.common.oxon.sch.UK i _aor 
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Floor Levelling & Plastering 
Free Estimates & Advice 


AVIA 


LANDSCAPE CONSTRUCTION 





www.avialandscapes.co.uk 


¢ Design and Build * Maintenance ¢ Brickwork 
Patios * Decking * Water Features ° Irrigation 
¢ Fencing ¢ Plant Supply. 


T: 01189 722 181 E: tony@avialandscapes.co.uk 


Cityés 
Guilds 
NPTC 
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COLLINS, DRYLAND 
& THOROWGOOD LLP 
SOLICITORS 


12 Hart Street Henley-on-Thames RG9 2AU 


Please contact Mrs Wendy Holmes 
(formerly of our Sonning Common Office) 





Bathroom Suites, Toilets, Basins 
Showers, Radiators and Repairs 
Full Interior & 
Exterior Decorating 
Wallpapering 


by {vm BD) pe) OL OTE), | 


WVIIE His AUVER 

















" TEXTUREPLUS 
Free Estimates nal 
Interior & Exterior Decorating 


Solving Artex problems /Floor & wall Tiling 


Kitchens, Bathrooms, and P Certified Electrician 
COMPLETE HOME IMPROVEMENTS 
CBT Registered /30 Years Experience /NHEC Awarded 
Adrian Brown 
Tel: 0118 9721442/Sonning Common/Mobile: 07880 542363 


Email: textureplus.adrian@btopenworld.com 





Website: www.textureplosco.uk 





Firstly my dad had a job at Pressed Steel 
Fisher, wno made chassis and bodies for 
most of the car manufacturers. William 
Morris acquired this company, based near 
Fort Dunlop, Birmingham, in the 1950s. 


Way back in 1927 Morris had bought 
outright the Wolseley Motor Company in 
Drews Lane, Birmingham. One of my first 
joos was as a 16 year old delivery boy for 
the Co-operative Society and my usual 
destination, Drews Lane. 


The place had a special buzz. Every day, 
except Sunday, the first delivery of freshly- 
baked bread was to the cafe. Many of the 
cafe customers were workers from the car 
factory. Those who couldn't leave the works 
would dangle a basket with a note and the 
money for daily sandwiches. 


My next joo was with a car dealership and 
repair garage and my introduction to the 

motor trade. | remained in the industry for 
AO years. 


Initially employed as a parts store man, | 
asked to take driving lessons so that | could 








drive the new Mini van. The link with William 
Morris resurfaced as my first job was to 
drive from Birmingham to the Cowley works 
to collect urgent parts. 


| can recall a conversation with an older, 
more experienced work colleague around 
1965. It was his belief that, in future, all 
cars would be made by just two or three 
manufacturers with badges for different 
models. Fifty years down the line and it has 
happened!! 


some years later | ventured into the Austin 
Longbridge Birmingham works to visit a 
contractor within the works. At that time 
Longbridge produced the Rover 200 and 
400 series cars. | was also shown the last 
virtually hand-made original two-door Mini 
being produced, which was badged as 
part of a special series. 


The success of the New Mini works, formally 


Morris Cowley, and now owned by the 
German BMW group, proves that fortune 
can come around again. But NOW its 
oroduction is so much better for people 
and the environment. 


Had Lord Nuffield been with us today | 
am sure he would have been the first to 
congratulate BMW for the investment and 
the systems which produce four times the 
units compared with the ‘glory years’ of 
the 50s and 60s and with a quarter of the 
original factory site and stoff. 


To conclude my life-long association with 


William Morris, early last year | was fortunate 








to receive a personal invitation to a private 
visit Of Lord Nuffield’s former home, Nuffield 
Place, which is just a few hundred yards 
from Huntercombe Prison where | have 
been working these last 10 years. 


The National Trust re-opened this visitor 
attraction. The house is much the same 
as it was when Lord Nuffield died in 1963 
- an Aladdin’s cave for the automobile 
enthusiast coupled with sparse living 
accommodation, surprising wnen you 
consider Lord Nuffield would have been a 
billionaire by today’s standards. 


With my working life having revolved 
around William Morris, | couldn't have 
envisaged that my last link with the 
company would be to stand in Lord 
Nuffield’s bedroom looking at the work 
station where he used to repair watches. 








This article gives a glimpse into the 
lifestyle of one of Britain’s greatest 
philanthropist. As his fortune grew he 
dispersed £30 million, approximately 
£700m in today’s money. He created 
the Nuffield Foundation, Nuffield 
College Oxford and his name lives 
on in the healthcare charity Nuffield 
Health. “It is fo me an act of love” 

he said when he donated money to 
orthopaedics. Hearing that hospitals 
throughout the Commonwealth were 
struggling to cope with the polio 
epidemic he ordered the manufacture 
of 5,000 iron lungs at his car factory 
and distributed them free of charge. 


William was so much more than a 
successful industrialist and philanthropist: 
he was also a very caring person. “He 
comes to the hospital; he takes an 
interest in everybody and everything 

in it... a very real assistance and 
encouragement to us all at Guy's. This is 
what makes him such a friend to us all.” 


(1944 chairman of Guy's hospital). 


A man who was not interested in life’s 
luxuries and despite his enormous wealth 
his lifestyle was very modest. His humble 
beginnings may have been the reason 
he was very careful with his money. 

For example, his bedroom floor was 
carpeted with cut offs from the Morris 
car factory and what appears to be a 
wardrobe in his room, wnen opened, 
reveals a treasure trove of tools, including 
stick-a-soles to repair his shoes rather 
than buy new ones. 


There was no collection of cars on his 
drive — he drove a Wolseley, a gift from 
his work force. In 1938 he was the target 
of an armed kidnap attempt at the 
Cowley factory. A contemporary news 
report noted that the unflappable peer 
“seemed quite composed and made 
very little of the affair”. 


William’s membership of a cycle 
club led to his meeting with Elizabeth 
Maud Anstey (Lizzie), a seamstress at 
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Debenhams and their later marriage on 
9 April 1903. Her diary reveals some of 
her interests and personality. As a careful 
manager of the household, she was 
firm with the servants and kept detailed 
accounts. She had an active social life 
visiting friends/relatives and welcomed 
them to Nuffield Place. Jam making and 
bottling, gardening walking and cycling 
(even at 66) were among her hobbies 
and she enjoyed theatre, shopping and 
touring Europe. She loved watching 
tennis, attending Wimbledon and was 
always seen at Henley Regatta. Lizzie 
and William did not have children, so 
their home was left to Nuffield College 
and it was subsequently purchased by 
the National Trust. Joanna Gamester 
House Steward, who has looked after 
the house since the 1970's said “I 

was absolutely delighted when this 
happened because it secured the future 
of the house”. 


There will be soecial celebrations at 
Nuffield Place this year, so it is just 

the time to arrange a visit! The house 
was opened to the public in 2012. 

The Morris's bought the house in 1933 
and had it extensively altered and 
extended, installing central heating 
and modernising the bathrooms. It was 
furnished in the tastes of the time with 


some furniture made especially for them. 


The furnishings are little changed, from 
the cocktail cabinet and gramophone 
in the drawing room to the dining table 
laid with china and glass. William was 

a dedicated smoker and there are 
fascinating bits of paraphernalia, from 
Q pull match stand, an ashtray full of 
cigarettes to sheet music entitled ‘Songs 
for Smokers’. The garden was beloved 
by both, William and Lizzie, and many 
happy hours were spent ‘pottering’ in 
old clothes. One day a passing motorist 





asked what sort of a man was Lord 
Nuffield, to which William replied “Oh, he 
is not so bad when you get to know him", 


Lord Nuffield’s home and life is summed 
up by Richard Henderson National 

Trust general manager “Despite Lord 
Nuffiela’s extraordinary philanthropy and 
achievements, he remains relatively 
unknown. His home is a wonderful time 
capsule without any of the ‘show’ of a 
multi-millionaire and reveals so much 
about the man who changed many 
people's lives for the better". 


www.nationaltrust.org.uk/nuffieldplace 
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CARPET FITTER 


Fitted Carpets & Vinyl Specialist 
Underlays & Fixings Supplied 
Re-Adaptions & Restretches 

Measuring, Estimating & Planning 
Carpets Vinyl Amtico Kamdean 


ited a y:V | Me fel etet-te] 


TEL: 0118 901 1777 / MOB: 07841 586003 





Set in an idyllic village location, our 
Ls small, friendly pre-school creates a 
oh very special environment for children 
= |= guided by a team of highly qualified, 


fen ioe? — registrar@keps.co.uk 


With excellent links to 
Kidmore End Primary School 
and only 5 minutes from a 
Caversham, Sonning Common, Eo 
Peppard and Emmer Green. 


Ofsted 


Graham Blake 


Seer nish ing 


Conservatory Blinds 
Quilted Bedspreads 
Tracks & Poles 
Plantation Shutters 


Loose Covers 
Curtains 
Re-upholstery 
Carpets 


TEN YEAR GUARANTEE 
For personal, helpful service, please telephone 


01844 261 769 
07802 213 381 
www.grahamblake.com 
Established Family Business 








caring staff. Please contact us for details. 





wood lane dentistry 


™~% 


Vik Chugani BDS MFDS RCSEdin MSc 
Richard McQuillan BDS 


e Your local family friendly practice 

e Routine general dentistry 

e Affordable dental plans with Denplan 

e Children seen on the NHS 

e Tooth whitening 

e Cosmetic dentistry and Implants 

e Ample free parking 

Now taking on new patients 

Saturday and evening appointments available 
HAPPY HEALTHY SMILES ... 


\"AVfoXore iu M-lal~ eye) alalialem Ozelanlanlelalme(=1-\ellale Mm =1-16,<lAlla- Mn (CLmcloy) 
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Stafford & Son 

Local Garden & Building 
Maintenance Services 

Offering services in all aspects of gar- 

den and grounds maintenance. be it 

large or small. 

Interior and exterior building mainte- Andrew Stafford 


nance, Including gutter repairs and 


clearing, CullOl491 4219) 


General handyman / “man with van’ 
services. All jobs considered at competi- 
tive rates. 


PODIATRY CLINIC 


Professional treatment & advice for your feet 
Contact 
Heidi Snookes-Owen 


PODIATRIST/CHIROPODIST 
B.Sc., D.Pod.M., S.R.Ch., M.Ch.S. 
HPC REGISTERED 


0118 972 4742 


PICTURE FRAMING 
SMALL LOCAL WORKSHOP 
‘Work carried out for local gatlery 
Complete framing service 
Canvases stretched 


Mounts cut for existing frames 
Old photographs restored 

Local collection/ delivery 
Contact Colm Ward 0118 972 2075 
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Years of selfless contribution, representing our community 
and safeguarding our interests... 


AN INTERVIEW WITH... 


Carol Vin 


By ROS VARNES 


After more than two 
decades as Sonning 
Common ’s “problem 
solver”, councillor Carol 
Viney ts to step down 
from the county council 
m May. 


Carol has served as a Conservative county 
councillor for the Sonning Common ward for 
12 years. Prior to that, she was a member of 
sonning Common Parish Council, from 1991 to 
1999, chairing the committee from 1996, 


Although she and her husband Michael now 
live in Stoke Row, they raised their son and two 
daughiers in the village. Three generations 

of the family were educated at Sonning 
Common Primary School and Carol also 
attended Chiltern Edge School. 


Carol, 67, was in a reflective mood when we 
met to discuss her life-long association with the 
village and her time as a local representative. 


she said: “| am a Sonning Common person. 
| was born and brought up here and have a 
strong sense of loyalty to the village. 


“Lam known among my family and friends 
as a problem solver. | got involved with local 
politics because | like solving problems and 
sorting out things for people.” 


she has certainly risen to the challenge of 
trying to protect village services on a number 
of occasions previously. 


Carol was chair of the Parish Council wnen the 
village library was first threatened with closure 
and during the second, more recent attempt 
to close it, Carol campaigned for a fair deal 
for Sonning Common. 


she was a founder member of the original 
Friends of Sonning Common Library group 
and was partially behind the move to house 
the village library within the primary school. 


It was hoped this would mean a safe and 
secure future for the library as a joint school/ 
community facility. 


And although she is delighted that after a 
successful local campaign the library will 
remain open, she believes Sonning Common 
should have received a larger slice of the 
county council's budget for professional staff. 


Club SC, the village’s youth club based at 
Chiltern Edge School, is another of Carol's 
principal causes. As a member of the club's 
management committee, she has been 
successful in finding some financial support 
from within the local community to keep 
the youth club open, in the face of local 
government cuts. 


During her years as a councillor, Carol has 
heloed to shape the develooment of the 
village. One of the projects she is most proud 


of is Farm Close, at the end of Ashford Avenue, 


off Reades Lane. 


Farm Close was developed around 1998 to 
provide 10 low-cost homes for rent and 





five shared equity homes, in partnership with 
a housing association. A stipulation in the 
contract means that these homes will be held 
‘in perpetuity’ for local people so that only 
individuals born in the village or those with 
strong, local connections can live there. 


When speaking with Carol there is a strong 
sense that she has been motivated, not by 
self-service and political ambition, but by a 
simple loyalty to her community. 


Now that the electoral boundaries are being 
redrawn and the Sonning Common ward 

is to grow, Carol hopes that the new, local 
representative elected in May will retain their 
focus on Sonning Common. 


“sonning Common is a unique place which 
serves lots of villages like Kidmore End, 
Gallowstree Common, Greys, Peppard and 
Highmoor,” she said. “| hope that whoever 
becomes county councillor will see that 
sonning Common is at the centre of 
everything.” 


FARM “CLO: 


Carol Viney, county councillor Colm yolalilinte mere) talislolammeleicice(— 
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| ABBEYCREST 
g___CAREHOME 


Telephone o1 18 970 9000 


. . : - - ——— 2 he 


ma vesidential home 
— what is if really like? 


Most of us see Abbeycrest Care home from 
the outside when walking our dogs, going for 
health walks or driving past. I was given the 
opportunity to find out what it’s ike for the 
residents who live there, by being taken on 

a tour around the spacious accommodation 
Abbeycrest provides. Iwas wmmpressed by the 
communal dining and lounge areas and that 
there was even a hairdressers! I went to talk 
with Pat Lewis, who has recently moved to 
Abbeycrest from the village. 








So Pat, what’s your daily routine at 
Abbeycrest? 


Breakfast! Most important meal! Then we 
have time between then and lunch to do 
whatever we like, but they do have activities 
for an hour in the morning, and then an hour 
in the afternoon. 


What kind of activities are there? 


Gentle exercise, playing word games, bingo, 
and skittles... things to keep your mind lively 
really. They hand out a leaflet that changes 
every week of the activities for each day. 
There’s a great activity they do called “the 
memory box" where they bring out a big 
suitcase full of different things from a certain 
time and we have the chance to reminisce, 
talk and share the stories we're reminded of, 
by the objects we choose from the suitcase. 


Does the location of the care home 
fulfil the need for you and the other 
residents to be part of the community? 


Well at the moment, | don't feel a great part 
of the community. I've been here just over 3 
months and we haven't spent a lot of time 

in the village, even though | have a house 
there, apart from Christmas. We went to see 
the children at the Sonning Common Primary 
School and then they came here. 


What suggestions would you make 
to encourage people fo visit and get 
involved in Abbycrest? 


I'm not sure they would come and take part 
in all the activities we have at the moment 
but | suppose they could have bingo 
sessions, but it would have to be discussed. 


Do the residents at Abbeycrest have 
trips out offen? 


GIRL POWER 


We went to Woodley just before Christmas to 
do a bit of Christmas shopping, and some 
went into Reading to do theirs. | didn't do 
that because my daughter had done all my 
shopping for me! | sometimes go for walks 
up and round the millennium field, which is a 
nice short walk as most of the residents can't 
do long walks. 


Is there freedom with you and the other 
residents fo do whatever you wish? 


Oh yes, as long as we have a carer with us 
when we go out, just in case. We can go 
wherever we like, though the weather hasn't 
been too nice, mostly rain! 


Do you feel safe at Abbeycrest and do 
they look after you well? 


| feel safe here; in fact wnat | tell people 
these days is that | don't want to go home! 
I'm happy here. It is home, | went to my 
daughters’ at Christmas and at the end of 
Christmas day | asked her could you take me 
home now. It just came out automatically. 


How long have you been here? 


since 18 October so I've been here nearly 
three months and I've decided to stay. They 
give you a trial period to see if you like the 
home and | shall be bringing in some of 
my pictures and furniture in to make if more 
homely. 


Does it feel like a community here at 
Abbeycrest? 


Yes, well it’s a family really, we call all the 
nurses and carers by their first names and 
I've made some good friends here. All my 
friends and family say “it’s like a 4 star hotel!” 
and it doesn't feel like a care home. | like my 
room very much. 


Female Electrician 
Local - Honest — Reliable 


Please call Jess 


for all your 
electrical needs 
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How’s the food!? 


Ha, well that depends on the cook! They 
have three courses with a choice of starter 
and main and they do the usual Christmas 
roast which the residents and their families 
are invited to. 


What do you think peoples perceptions 
are of this place? 


I'm not sure. Personally | was apprehensive 
myself when | first came, but it’s because 
you don’t see what goes on. Everyone is so 
nice and helpful, | think there should be more 
interaction with the local community. 


Are pets allowed in the building? 


Yes, in fact people bring their pets, dogs 
mostly to the home quite often, | don’t think 
they would be allowed to stay here, but for 
those residents who might have had to leave 
a pet behind it’s good that they are free to 
visit and interact with them. 


(There’s a knock at the door) 
.. AN and this is what | really like! 


(A staff member enters with a full tray of 
refresnments, cakes and biscuits! We tuck in 
for a few minutes, ..yum!) 


Do you have Physiotherapists come in? 
They can come in if you like, and opticians 


and other medical help should you need it. 


And finally, what words would you use to 
describe the atmosphere at Abbycrest? 


Homely, friendly and relaxing, my friends and 
family have said they've never seen me as 
relaxed as | am when | am here, it’s done 
me good. 


By HANNAH RICE 


Fed up with limescale? 


Compass Water Softeners 


SALT, SALES, SERVICE, INSTALLATION 
0118 972 3773 01189410869 0796 700 9838 


www.compasswatersofteners.co.uk 


Email: martin@compasswatersofteners.co.uk 
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Your Parish Council is taking a page in each edition of this magazine to 
keep residents informed of our current activities and those that we are 
planning. We welcome ideas and suggestions from you by letter, phone or 
email or at our monthly meetings. 


Residents frequently tell me that the appearance and the spirit of the village have 
lifted over the last two years. | believe the Parisn Council has played a direct part in 
this improvement together with the huge efforts of volunteer groups such as the Village 
Gardeners, the Neighbourhood Development Plan contributors, the Snow Plan team 
and Nottakwire. They add to the remarkable contrioutions made by the many long 
established village societies, organisations and groups. 


We congratulate Sonning Common Primary School on reaching its centenary this 
January with thanks for its long contribution to village life. 


This committee of the Parish Council has the delegated 
power to respond to planning applications made to South 
Oxfordshire District Council. We do not have the power to 
determine those planning applications. 


We meet twice monthly and in 2012 have considered 61 
applications. In every case we listen to local views and 
consider SODC’s planning policies before we recommend 
to them that they should either approve or refuse each 
application. In a few cases we decide that we hold no 
strong views either way. 


Ci) em 
“SNOW PLAN” 


The plan targets the core pavements 
of the village centre and the primary 
Yor sloto) Meo |c-toMo)'M ol (-Eyteliilare Relate! 


ritting before snow arrives. 
We also sponsor the Neighbourhood Development Plan. g g 
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We meet in public every month to scrutinise how all Parish 
Council funds are used and use our delegated powers to 


approve all payments. 


We also consider requests for grants or donations and may 
approve them up to £250 if we think they will benefit our 
residents. If a larger grant seems appropriate, such as our 
annual £4,500 contribution to running the Youth Club, we 
will recommend it to the full council for consideration. 


We review the annual budget and recommend the 
precept amount to full council. There is a separate insert 


in this edition on that topic. 
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GRITTING ALERTS AND LIVE LOCAL 
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www.sonningcommonweb.co.uk/ 
snow%20plan/ 





This page has been paid for by the Parish Council and will appear in every future edition 


DOG 


A while ago | incurred the 
displeasure of a reader of this 
magazine by referring to myself 
as not being a Tesco person. She 
charged me with being a Tesco 
snob, which is true | suppose, 
though I’m afraid | can’t feel that 
bad about if. 


This time last year | would have said | wasn't 
a dog person either. My two girls were 
endlessly on at me — as children do — about 
getting one, but | wasn't keen. | had bad 
memories of Jack, the dog | got for my first 
batch of offspring. 


Jack was a Keeshond or Dutch Barge Dog, 
medium-sized, very fluffy, very keen on 
barking. He used to bark at the postman 


all the way along the drive past our house 
to the next house, and all the way back, 
dashing up and down with such energy 
that over time he wore a trench along 
the fence. 


Taking Jack for a walk was trying. On the 
lead he pulled your arm off. Off the lead 
he chased anything that moved. On one 
horrible occasion, walking in the fields near 
Burghfield, he got into a field of cattle. They 
scattered as he raced around, barking 

his head off; then he focussed on one 
which eventually escaped by leaping 

over a sizeable hedge. Jack arrowed into 
the hedge like a missile and became 
trapped in the brambles. God knows what 
happened to the cow, or what the farmer 
must have thought. 


sOonNningcommon 
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The Jack experience put me off dogs for 
life, |thought. Yet now we have a dog, 
Meg, a Lancashire Heeler (bred to nip 
the heels of cattle in Lancashire, if you're 
interested). She is small, dinky, pretty well 
behaved except when she gets on the 
table and eats the butter. My girls adore 
her, and | — well, even | think she’s quite 
sweet. 


Thus | have become a dog person, sort of. 
SO maybe one day | will be a Tesco person. 
Who can tell what the future holds? 
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Another hugely successful 
concert by Nottakwire 


We would like to record here our huge 
thanks to Nottakwire members for 
their fantastic dedication and hard 
work in performing two very enjoyable 
concerts in the Village Hall on 8 
December. Both audiences expressed 
their pleasure in those performances 
and we all thoroughly enjoyed a 
wonderful Christmas celebratory 

day together. We’d like to express 
particular thanks to our wonderful 
support teams - our stewards, Colin 
Porteous, David Mew and Mike 
Grinsted ; our refreshment team - 


Jill Grinsted, Beverly Ing; Beverley 
Luther and Anne Wiseman ; to new 
recruits Jill Greenwood and Sheila 
Walker; to Jason Moola who travels 
from London to film for us, edits and 
produces our DVD’s and fo Peter 
Rickards - our “official” photographer. 


Elaine and | are very grateful to have 
such loyal, enthusiastic and supportive 
audiences and a special thank you is 
due fo you all for coming to hear us 
sing. We hope interest and support will 
remain with us in the New Year. 


If anyone is interested in purchasing 
a copy of our (professionally 
produced) DVD, which will be ready 
sometime in the Spring of 2013, 
please let us know. Sale of our DVD’s 
not only supports our own funds but 
allows us fo release more money fo 
community groups. 


With our thanks once again and good 
wishes to you all, 


Yours sincerely, 


MARGARET MOOLA AND ELAINE WILLIAMS. 
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Tol alaliate MOxelanlanrelamcclepdareiae 
with local, helpfull service since 1960 


e@mm PROPERTYCARE 


WINKER OF THE 
je VAUXHALL CUSTOMER 
» EXCELLENCE AWARD 2012 


LOCAL COMPETITIVE TYRE CENTRE 


FREE VEHICLE HEALTH HEC 


MasterFit Servicing 
| from a dealer established for over 50 years! 





AAW ASLedalaliare(xelaatanteyanccley date] \merelanl 


0118 972 2021 


mas) 0) 0f=]a0 Ma cor-lo mere) alaliave mOxe)nalaale)ammacy-lel[ale 


Opening Hours: Mon-Fri 8am - 6pm e Sat 8.30am - 12.30pm ¢ Sun CLOSED 


£10.00 or- 


your next MoT on production of this voucher 


SHARP BUILDING SERVICES 





The local builder for all your building work: 


EXTENSIONS 
ALTERATIONS 
REPAIRS 
TILING 


Phone Steve on: 
07887 986446 / 01189 724880 


f= Easton »j-== 
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UPHOLSTERY & LOOSE 
Made to the highest standards 


rom an @xtéensivé ra? 


brought to your home. 
Complete fitting and advisory service 
Curtains h ung and dressed, ens uring complete 
satisfaction — Most competitive prices 


Telephone: 01491 680291 


for reliable and personal service 


28 Peppard Road, Sonning Common, South Oxfordshire, RG4 9SU 


LJ 


* Fully qualified (Part P reg) electrician 


* Plumbing * Kitchens and bathrooms 
* Landscaping and fencing 
0118 947 7738 


07717 295679 
www.eastonpropertycare.co.uk 









TelalaliaremOceluilisle) si ad-) a Or: |e: 


At Home Pet Care 
when you are on holiday or at work 


Cats 


Small Pets 


Dog Walking 


Puppy Visits 


= J 


Please call Alison for further information 
Tel 0178 9722948 / O7 7A? 114536 
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Providing a complete property service 


=AV(-) aVMyoo)i(-la a mil (-m (om (-1e (ome lameUi(e)e)(ele|colela\"melate 

Pasidentale: Probate Uelustions ico) | Ko) alo Odo] c-m sto ]fol ale Mme (erer-\ eo] Mm ia\-m@)\"/08) e) (ox: 

Development & Planning Advice VAY, vo fatom wel celi"/nn)e)(oxwm mi-)imal-)mry(e)avaa(elel(om el= interesting 
New Homes Financial Advice folate mcii(=\"elale 


Personal and professional service with 


MY ANIMALS AND 


OTHER FAMILY 
BY CLARE BALDING 


i dat=\ "Amo elo) late (oll ol-memelelolomelere) Gala mielulalomelelm Mm) (elm Walame)amiat-miveliilale| 
Kim Colm imelmiat=milelcelavmelejmat-malelal--)mmicela) @elaremiviala\vmce|(-~ Me) mal-1metall(e|aleleyem'/-1(-) 
vic=Sial late Me lave Mme [Uli(-micelal diame moze) an) e)(-1(-m (ome (-lelen 


in depth local knowledge 


Beville Energy Assessors 
Are you looking to save money on your heating bills? I Uat=cy Cela (=om ce) Co) Menlo lc-MicolaaMat=)me)laiaMelaliiMat-)m (oi(om (-x-)aMe lale M=ve (era Morate|ey(-1m (5 


alo laat=voMeji(-)melamelaliaate|Mminveimaletme)io\\/-1o Mom olclamlamal-m@ili-mmm i Val-vin\-m\eleme|(-melal 


CLARE 
BALDING 


Looking to install PV or solar panels? 


Do you have a new Energy Performance Certificate? fo Talia ave |M(e)-1m (=1) of-Yo7(e||\VM avelet-1) me) male) mmYcel0 mI Miale)colele|/allVm-lal(o\musalelmjal- male lm (omye lV] 


Do you want to benefit from the government’s new ro lave Miat- mela Zale mjal-me\\<M lem (oll '/i/M(olU(elameleim(elUle Meo) mye)aa(-Me)mat-lm@-) (0) (e)1ie 
Green Deal? 


co)aamat-)mc-velilelatiallom/iiamal-mcelia-emcomal-lmilaat-mejmielalele)/ Me lave Mat-)malelei-mceleiare 
f} Ufofor=\-t-wm jal efoto) @al-lo me Bre \Velelcole)(-ml(elalme)ame)al-mejme)llm anes ym ele)elulol mA Me) (-\\-val (“16s 


VAVem ate Vcom er] a a(=le MelOi mid ale) Uicr-) aleicme) mi leler-] Ma-) ele) a icp 
Please contact Richard Beville for more information. 


Caan OC ISTS Seco) This is a lovely book to read by the fire on these cold January nights. | just hope 
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0118 9242526 = info@beville.co.uk 
By PHILLIPPA TAPHOUSE 


www.beville.co.uk 





High quality education and child care under the 
Early years foundation stage (E VFS) for children 
4 months to 5 years 


®* Good OFSTED report 
® Pre-school sessions available 
® Open all year, Monday to Friday, 7am te 7pm 
® Plexthle fours 
® Early years education grants available 


® Cvrricuium includes French, Moste & Movement 
and Thames Valley Gym 


® Small friendly and personal care in 
Sonning Common 
for further information, please as& for the manager 
on gris 972 4783, or visit our website, 
re ae Vere CO 


emais: infva alphabetdaynirsertes. com 


Advertise in the 
sonningcommon magazine 


Delivered to 1,850 addresses 


Prices from just £25 per issue 
for an advert this size 


Perfect for local businesses 
elalemaactelsiaalsia 





Call John Pearman to find out more on 0118 972 2381 
or email advertising@sonningcommonmagazine.org 


We have been trading in the village for over 40 years 
We have old fashioned friendly Service 
We can’t stock everything but we can get most things 


¥ Animal Feed 


WINDOWS - DOORS - CONSERVATORIES 
FASCIA - SOFFITS - GUTTERING - CLADDING 


Use your Local Installer with 30 
years experience 
For a FREE quotation 
Call Mike Dockree on 
01189724376 or 07785928190 


All window, door & conservatory 
installations carry a 10 year guarantee 
and the finished product is 
independently inspected with 
all certificates 


HELPLINE LANDSCAPE SERVICES 
LanGscaping — Oasign, Conn ton, Garden mike over, 
Groundwork - OGloarance, Footegs, Crinage, Greding. 
Timber WOrt = Gitewoys, Decking, Arches Pergola. Gazebo 
Fencing - “Panache: Bort, Wire = — lence 
Gardentrg,- Moving, Weeding; Printing, Clearance 
Tree work - — Felling, Looping, Pryning, Ciearance 
Driveways, - Gravel Paved Grek, Goncrett 
Ponds - Water features; Ponds) foils 
Patios - -Siab, Slone» Pavers, Brick 
Log's for-sale - . Cifandspin tose 

Bacedin Sonning Conimon 
Tel.-Fax:.0118- 9721342 


Email: chriscolbeck@btinternet.com 





You may be surprised 
we now stock 


Frozen M eat for your pet! We deliver free on orders over £25.00 


Farm Feeds COME AND SEE US !! 


v Animal Well Being 
¥Y Wild Birds 

¥Y Ponds 

¥ Farm Animals 

¥ Domestic Animals 
v Wild life 

Y Toys and Beds 


{ OTSWOLD BAIT 
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Also We Sell 
MEM BERSHIP for 
SHIPLAKE & BINFIELD 
ANGLING CLUB 


me EVERYTHING 

= IN THE GARDEN 
| Established 1985 
Now in Stoke Row 


All types of design, construction, 
maintenance and improvements. 
Tel: 01491 641311 
Mob: 07810 112411 








TOMALIN & SON 


= Funeral Directors 


Pir A Family Owned Funeral Service 


T el: (01491) 573370 


ANDERSON HOUSE 
38 READING ROAD 
HENLEY-ON-THAMES 
RG9 IAG 


Golden Charter 


Funeral Plans 














YOUR NEW LOCAL 
MoT TEST STATION 


EST 1998 


HENNELL VEHICLE 
SERVICES 


MOT TESTING 

SERVICING & REPAIRS 

ENGINE DIAGNOSTICS 

VEHICLE AIR CONDITIONING 
LASER FOUR WHEEL ALIGNMENT 


Te iata ic hia 
Tel: 01491 628866 


www-.hennellvehicleservices.co.uk 


Unit 19 Greys Green Business Centre WT 


Rotherfield Greys, Henley-on-Thames 
Oxon RGI 4QG Kalvaine. 




























S Decor. 


Free Estimates 
Maryella Brown 
General Buildings Contractor 


Decorating to Complete Home Improvements 
Sonning Common 





Tel 0118 9721442 of Mobile: O7920 O92875 


Email: mebs.decorplus@btopenworld.com 
Website: www.mebsdecorplus.co.uk 


TOMALIN & SON 
Pre-Paid Funeral Plans | om 


For more information, contact } 


T el: (01491) 573370 


£40 John Lewis Voucher 
or 
£40 Donation to Sue Ryder Care 
with each plan taken out on production of this advert 


Golden Charter 


Funeral Plans 











= JJC Electrical Services Limited 
Fe 


sonning Common Electrician 
Jerry Cole 
Telephone: 07834 346 487 
E-mail: jjcele cali. 





« Fault diagnosis, repair and rewires 
* New installation work 

* Fuse board changes 

* Lighting advice and installation 





T’ai chi for Health 


Kidmore End War Memorial Hall 
Reades Lane, Sonning Common 


Tuesday 9.30-10.30 
During term time 


Chen style Tai chi in a friendly informal class 
Improve your stamina, balance, 
strength & co-ordination 


For further information 
please ring Debbie on 07802 347943 
www.debbiepage.org 


Church news 


There was a slightly different flavour at 

the Christ the King Christingle this year, as 
it had been decided to use glow sticks 
instead of the traditional candles; popular 
with children who were able to hold them 
longer but not quite as romantic as the 
original candles. However church candles 
and a line of tea lights welcomed us into 
the service. Many thanks to everyone, 
who donated £145 to the Children’s 
society (collected by Joan Lamprell). 


The Churches in Reading Drop in 

Centre (CIRDIC) received very generous 
donations this year from congregations of 
the churches in the form of clothing and 
food. This very worthwhile organisation 
(comprised largely of volunteers) provides 
food and daytime shelter for homeless 
and poor and is centred at St Saviour’s 
Church in Reading. They are always 
grateful for donations and can be 
contacted on: enquiries@cirdic.org.uk 


Ash Wednesday 13 February All Saints 
Church Peppard 8pm 


Waich out for details of Lent courses 
which will run as usual. 


Women’s World Day of Prayer Friday | 
March Christ the King Church 2pm 


Mothering Sunday 10 March 9.30am at 
Christ the King or 11am at St John’s 


Good Friday 29 March begins 9.30am 
Christ the King or 11am St John’s 


Easter Day 31 March 9.30am at Christ the 
King or 11am at St John’s. 





Good Friday 29 March 
10am Morning Prayer and Litany 
2omM Devotional Hour 


Easter Day 31 March 

9am Holy Communion 
10.30am Sung Eucharist 
6.300m Festal Evensong 





Groups of Christian churches get together 
each year throughout the world for a 

one hour service prepared by women of 
different countries. Sonning Common is in 
the Peppard and District group. 


Participating churches: 

Stoke Row Chapel, Springwater 
Congregation Church, Christ the King, St 
John the Baptist and All Saints’ CE Churches 
and St Michael's Catholic Church. 


This year it is the turn of Christ the King 

CE Church, Sedgewell Road, Sonning 
Common, to host the local service on 
Friday 1 March from 2-3 pm. The women 
of France have prepared the service and 
their theme is “| was a stranger and you 
welcomed me". Over 3 million people 
world wide will be praying and worshipping 
together during the day, beginning when 
the first service is held in the Queen Salote 
Girls’ School in Tonga and continuing 
around the world until the final service, 
some 35 hours later. By then the day 

will have been celebrated in over 170 
countries and more than 6,000 services will 
have been held in the British Isles alone. 


Although organised by women, this is 
essentially a day of prayer for everybody, 
demonstrating our solidarity with our sisters 
and brothers in other countries and all are 
welcome to attend. 


Do come along and join us. Refreshments 
will be available after the ceremony. 


Shirley Rixon, Secretary, Peppard and 
District WWDP Committee. 
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Clothing ¢ 
oming. @ © 


- Free collection aod delivery. 
- Professional fittings inthe comfort § | 9 


af your own bore, 
- One week turn-around. 
- Compectilive prices, 
« Curtains altered, 
ferry - fern itedon(a hetmail ce ul 
07766 3532 372 


www, soonestmended.co.uk 
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For all your property maintenance requirements: 


«Decorating - inside and out 


«Paper Hanging 


«Carpentry - including door easing & hanging 


Wall & Floor Tiling & Silicone Renewal 
Plumbing - leaking taps etc. 
¢Patio’s, Landscaping & Garden Design 


Hedge Cutting & Planting 


Pass on your TO DO list 


ROB SMITH Tel: 0118 972 4560 


Julie Norman 


Call O118 972 4242 or email 
sonning@davistate.com 


Jo Bailey 


MNAEA MARLA SALES & LETTINGS 


MANAGER 


NEGOTIATOR 





Family villa for rental in 
Moraira, Costa Blanca, Spain 


This beautiful 3 bedroomed family home has superb 
sea views and is well equipped with a new fully fitted 
kitchen and Sky TV. There is a fabulous large 
9m x 5m swimming pool surrounded by patio 


terracing and landscaped gardens. 





Prices start from £550 per week 





Contact Heather Mullin on 


07787 381437 


or email 


for further details. 


heather.mullin@btinternet.com 





diary dates 


28 


FRIDAY 1 Notts group - Village Hall 


10am - 12 noon 








National Library Day - a time, activities, home-made cakes 10am 
- Sonning Common Library 





FRIDAY 15 
MONDAY 18 


WEDNESDAY 20 





eeaning Common Pre-School - gapracueatsy & Pamper evening 
- Sonning Common Primary School 














THURSDAY 21 Have your say, come & Talk to your PCSO - One oars sonning Common 

FRIDAY 22 Nottakwire practice - Village Hall 9.45 - 11.15am 

FRIDAY 1 Women’s World Day of Prayer Service: Theme “I was a stranger & you 2 - 3pm 
welcomed me”. Refreshments after service - Christ the King Church 

MONDAY 4 FISH - Garden Centre Visit 1.306m 





TUESDAY 12 Chiltern Edge Horticultural Society - “The secrets of how to beat garden pests” 7.30pm 


- Peppard Memorial Hall 





THURSDAY 14 sonning Common Women's Institute - AGM - Village Hall 7.30pm 





MONDAY 18 Sonning Common Parish Council - Village Hall 8pm 





FRIDAY 22 Nottakwire practice - Village Hall 9.45 - 11.30am 





SATURDAY 23 Chiltern Edge Horticultural Society - Spring Village Garden Show 


Chiltern Edge School 


2.30 - 4.30pm 


FISH runs regular shopping trips to Henley and Reading town centres and to Tesco in Henley. 
For more information and to book call 0118 972 3986. 





John Abbey. 


Painter 





0118 924 2552 
Sonning Common <—~* 
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0118 972 4905 








Over 200 happy customers in 
sonning Common, 


Milo and Michael Harper 


Milo Technical Support 
22 Sedgewell Road 
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Come & Experience authentic 
Tandoori & Bengali Cuisine 


WO CCH MCG 


21 Wood Lane 
Sonning Common 
0118 972 3104 / 972 1054 


S ] HINTON 


Carpenter & Joiner 
Wide range of high-quality carpentry 
services delivered by skilled craftsman 
Built-In Wardrobes, Cupboards, Shelving. 
Kitchen Fitting, Doors, Floors, Windows, 
Stairs, Roof Construction. 


Telephone Steve on 0118 972 3602 
or 07887 653866 


* Fully Air-Conditioned 
* Large Groups Catered For 
x Open 7 Days a Week 


TAKE-AWAY MENU 
We Guarantee Prompt Service on All Orders 


12 Newfield Road Telephone 0118 972 3059 
WANA asxeualalinrxexelaalaarey a] 9\=r-Wela Aero ne] < 


* MANICURE »* PEDICURE * ORGANIC FACIALS 
* MD FORMULATIONS GLYCOLIC PEELS 
* WAXING * LASH AND BROW TREATMENTS 
° SPRAY TANNING * MAKE-UP »* MASSAGE 
* BRIDAL HOLIDAY AND MUM-TO-BE PACKAGES AVAILABLE 


Gift Vouchers Available 
Some reduced price treatments available each 
week please ring to check availablity 





> Functional Sonning Common Health Centre 
Physio 


& Pilates 


» Back & Neck pain 


») Muscle /J oint Strains 


» Ligament Sprain 
D Sports Injuries 
) Whiplash Injuries 


Wood Lane, Sonning Common, 
Reading, RG4 9SW 


® Shoulder Injuries 

» Post-Operative Rehabilitation 
» Pre/Post Natal Exercise 

» Respiratory Conditions 

» Lower Limb & Foot Problems 


A 
A 














Appointments available every day 
Pilates classes throughout the week 


T: 01189 722 745 
E: info@ functionalphysio.co.uk www.functionalphysio.co.uk 


The team at Functional Physio are Chartered Physiotherapists registered 
with the Health Professions Council and are recognised by all major 
insurance companies, including Bupa and Axa PPP. 








'nobleintentions 
landscape garden design 























Professional 
advice, design & 
planting for your 
garden. 


Call Gail Noble 
on 0118 972 3214 


www.noble-intentions.com 
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Fully Qualified Havist 


Weddings FZ, unerals 


Hand-Tied Cif Bouquets 
rien 


National & Snternational Deliveries 
Free Local Helivery 


42 Wood Lane ® Sonning Common ® RG4 9SL 
0118 972 1240 0777 179 0916 





(We turn feel Ings into flowers 


Doggy Dips 


x. Health = Rehabilitation = Fitness = Fun 


Canine Hydrotherapy = Fun Swims = Doggy Day Care 
0118 972 4849 


Unit 1 Kidby’s Yard = 28 Kennylands Road * Sonning Common = Reading = RG4 9JT 
doggydips.co.uk 


Fed Up With Call Centres 


Barrs Insurance 
Mark & Helen Richards 
Your Local Insurance Brokers 
For The Unusual & The Usual 
Let Us fake Care Of Your /nsurance 
«House & Contents « Business « Liabilities 
* Travel + Landlords + Professional Indemnity 
*Horse - Shops « Sickness / Accident 
Commercial # Unusual Vehicle 
lf It’s Not listed We Still Can Help 
All Types Of Insurance Enquiries Welcome 


mail: info@ barrs-insurances.co.uk 
www..barrs-insurance.co.uk 
Unit 2, Kidby's Yard, Kennylands Road, Sonning Common AG4 9JT 





Specialising in helping Start-Ups and Small Businesses, we 
offer a full range of accounting and tax services by email 
and post. Need accounts and tax to satisfy HMRC? Want 
to outsource all your accounting to free up time? We make 
your life simpler, with performance guarantees ensuring 
excellent service or your money back. 


